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ACADEMIC AFFILIATION 

 Assistant Professor of Orthopedics and Sports Medicine, University of South Florida College of  
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TRAINING 

7/2000-7/2001 Fellow in Spine Surgery, University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Medical Center and The Miami 
Project to Cure Paralysis.  Mentor:  Dr. Frank J. Eismont 

6/1995-6/2000 Resident in Orthopaedic Surgery, Yale University School of Medicine, Department of 
Orthopaedics And Rehabilitation, New Haven, CT 

7/1994-6/1995 Spine Research Fellowship, The Hospital for Special Surgery, Cornell Medical Center, New York, 
New York 

6/1993-6/1994 Intern in Surgery/Neurosurgery Program, UCLA Medical Center, Los Angeles, California 
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9/1989-5/1993 Doctor of Medicine, Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, Connecticut 

9/1985-5/1989 Bachelor of Arts Summa Cum Laude in Biology, Rutgers College, Rutgers University, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey 

9/1981-6/1985 Sayreville War Memorial High School, Parlin, New Jersey 
         

ATTENDING SURGEON 
  
 Tampa General Hospital 
 University Community Hospital 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

2007- present Best Doctors in America Award 
1998 Elected Member of North American Spine Society 
1993 Completed/Defended MD Thesis, Dept of Surgery, Section of Neurosurgery 
1992 Elected Associate Member American Association for Cancer Research 
1991 March of Dimes Summer Science Research Award 
1990 The Endocrine Society Summer Student Research Fellowship 
1990 Etta S. Chidsey Award for Cancer Research, Yale Comprehensive Cancer Center 
1989 Honors with Highest Distinction, Dept. of Biology, Rutgers University 
1989 Betty Falk Yatvin Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Biological Sciences, Rutgers Univ. 
1989 Ralph DeFalco Scholarship Award, Dept. of Biology, Rutgers University 
1989 Completed Henry Rutgers Senior Honors Thesis in Biology 
1988-89 Henry Rutgers Honors Scholar, Rutgers College, Rutgers University 
1988 Women's League of Rutgers University Outstanding Student Award 
1986 Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society 
1986 Rutgers College Deans' Award for Excellence 
1985-1989 Dean’s List 
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PAST RESEARCH 

2004-2012 Importance of biopsy during routine kyphoplasty 

2000-2001 Spine infection in patients with HIV 
 Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, University of Miami School of Medicine 

1996-2000 Spinal Surgery 
▪ Gene expression in OP-1 stimulated spinal fusion 
▪ Vascular disease and low back pain 

 Yale University School of Medicine 

1994-1995 Spinal Surgery Research Fellowship: 
▪Molecular models of intervertebral disc degeneration  
▪Analysis of wound infections after spinal surgery  
▪ Predictability of adequacy of lumbar decompression using dermatosensory-evoked potentials 

 The Hospital for Special Surgery, Cornell Medical CenteR   Mentors:  Dr. Patrick F. O'Leary,  
 Dr. Frank Cammisa, Dr. Oheneba Boachie-Adjei, Dr. Lionel Ivashkiv 

1989-1993 Neuro-oncology/Neurosurgery: 
▪Use of estramustine and novel antimicrotubule agents in the treatment of malignant glioma. 
▪Combination chemotherapeutic regimes in vitro including estramustine. 
▪ Identification of estramustine binding protein and microtubule associated proteins in 

glioblastoma cells. 
▪Use of tamoxifen and protein kinase C inhibitors in the treatment of human glioblastoma. 

 Yale University School of Medicine, Section of Neurosurgery and Dept. of  OB/GYN 
 Mentors:  Dr. Joseph M. Piepmeier, Dr. Frederick Naftolin 

1987-1989 Neuroendocrinology:  
▪ Identification of CNS locations responsive to estrogen and progesterone crucial to the 

induction of estrous behavior in rats. 
▪ Pharmaco-behavioral characterization of the progesterone antagonist RU486. 
▪ Developmental effects of RU 486 on the brain and behavior. 
▪ Behavior and CNS development after exposure to various dopamine receptor antagonists 

 Rutgers University, Department of Biology  Mentor:  Dr. Ronald J. Barfield 

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES 

 North American Spine Society 

PROFESSIONAL ACREDITATION 

 American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery 
 National Board of Medical Examiners  429122 
 Florida License  ME83022 
 New York State License  197257, inactive 
  
INTERESTS/ACTIVITIES 

▪ Computers in orthopaedic education 

▪ Editor in Chief, Yearbook, Class of 1993, Yale University School of Medicine 

▪ photography, running, cycling, triathlon, hikingm theater, reading  

▪ Academic Mentorship Program in the Sciences (advisor for undergraduate science majors) 

▪ former member Rutgers University Intercollegiate Crew Team, Yale Med School softball and volleyball (Captain) 
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